P r efa c e

THIS little study arose from the writer's participation in the Race
Relations seminar under Dr. C. T. Loram in the Yale University
in the academic year 1934-35. The subjects of discussion at the
seminar were the Introduction of Western Civilization and Western
Education to Non-Western Peoples, and the methods and results
thereof.

The time spent at the Yale University gave the writer the welcome
opportunity as well as the necessary stimulus to formulate the vague
and nebulous doubts he had entertained for some years as to the
validity and value of the dichotomous division of civilization into
Western and Non-Western, or Occidental and Oriental, and to
analyse, however inadequately and amateurishly, some of the
concepts regarding the correlations and the spread of civilization,
current among anthropologists, sociologists and students of
civilization. In this study the words "civilization" and "culture"
have been treated as synonyms and to comprehend human thought
and action in all aspects.

The first part of the study is limited to the enumeration of some
of the connotations of the terms Occident and Orient. It is more
a survey of such connotations than a criticism thereof, and is
intended to lead up to the formulation of the questions to be
examined subsequently. The second part is devoted to the examina-
tion of the observations of certain writers <3n the subject of the
Occident and the Orient. In order to understand the writers
properly and to minimize the risk of doing injustice to their views,
it has been found necessary and wise to make adequate extracts
from their own writings rather than depend upon scrappy references
or summaries. Also, if two writers attach two different meanings
to the same word, the criticism of the one by the other becomes
invalid. In order to minimize this risk, it is necessary, as far as
possible, to take each author by himself.